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Long-term care, including nursing homes, assisted living communities, group homes, and the 
homebound, houses the most vulnerable members of our society, and have shouldered a 
disproportionate burden from the COVID-19 pandemic.1  Further adding insult to injury among 
this population, COVID-19 deaths in nursing homes have disproportionately affected those with 
high shares of Black and Hispanic residents.2  In addition to the high number of deaths, each 
time that we fail to adequately protect this population, measures are enforced that increase social 
isolation, which has its own untoward impact.3 
 
We also have seen that many lower paid nursing assistants are people of color, often earning less 
than a living wage and working in multiple facilities, sometimes two full-time positions. Some of 
these nursing assistants reside in multigenerational households, which has put them and their 
families at even higher risk during the COVID-19 pandemic.4  In fact, low wage earners in other 
industries also tend to reside in multigenerational households, thereby heightening the risk to 
older adults living in those households.5 
 
Whereas, Asymptomatic spread of COVID-19 has been a well-known means of spread and 
outbreaks in long-term care facilities; and 
 
Whereas, Daily in-home antigen testing has great potential to identify COVID-19 infection in 
asymptomatic individuals; and 
 
Whereas, Source control with N95 respirators is more effective than cloth masks for preventing 
asymptomatic spread in the public and are no longer supply constrained; and  
 
Whereas, 500 million in-home antigen tests being delivered to the general public will not be 
sufficient to provide daily testing of individuals impacting high-risk long-term care settings or in 
multigenerational households; and 
 
Whereas, there are many households where there is no need for frequent COVID-19 testing for a 
variety of reasons, including lack of any potential exposures; and 
 
Whereas, In order to minimize social isolation and risk of infection, while avoiding unwieldly 
workflow disruptions, daily home antigen testing could have a greatest impact on long-term care 
staff, their families and visitors. 
 
Be it Resolved, that CALTCM work with the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, the 
Department of Health and Human Services, and other relevant stakeholders, to recommend the 
immediate prioritization of the 500 million in-home antigen tests for distribution to long-term 
care staff and their households, long-term care residents’ visitors and their families, and to low-



CALTCM Test Kit N95 Resolution 
December 31, 2021 

CALTCM EXECUTIVE OFFICE 
P.O. BOX 800371, Santa Clarita, California 91380 ·  TEL (888) 332-3299  ·  FAX (855) 793-2226 

EMAIL info@caltcm.org  ·  WEB www.caltcm.org 

wage earners working in high risk industries and living in multigenerational households; and be 
it further 
 
Be it Resolved, that CALTCM work with the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, the 
Department of Health and Human Services, the California Department of Public Health, and 
other relevant stakeholders, to recommend that N95 masks also be distributed with the in-home 
antigen tests for all those living in each household. 
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